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O Come Desire of Nations!

Greetings and Blessings to You!

A swe near the Celebration of the Word-come-among-us, it is

surprising how quickly we have reached this point in time.

Perhaps the long preparation time associated with the hosting of

Western Conference of Catholic Religious Educators Convention

had something to do with the apparent contraction of time ! Time

did seem to stand still for a while as we hosted the 150 delegates

from across Western and Northern Canada, when we had hoped

(and prayed) that we might get 100! It was after all fitting, as the

WCCRE had its roots and early beginnings here in this Diocese 40

years ago. It was truly wonderful at this Anniversary gathering to

have a number of the pioneers from those days with us again. We

also went a little deeper, to roots just over 150 years old,to honour

the Sisters of St. Ann who provided the first continuous catechesis

in this Diocese, who were instrumental in the beginnings of the

WCCRE, and who still bless us with their service in the Diocese

today. Itwas indeed suchE WE Ol UUDPOT wUOOwWET 01 EUEU
amongus,& OEz Uwbp OUOwPDUT wOUwbhbOwdUUwWOP OL
hope to younger generations of catechists responding to the same
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OREMUSINGS Advent/Christmas 2009

We hope that this offering of O.R.E. MUSINGS will be helpful, and that you will send in
your suggestions and comments.

N ews and V iews

WesternConference dEatholicReligiousEducators

The Word of God Alive Today!

: N =
Rose- Marie Goguely, SSA and Muriel Loftus
sharing a moment of quiet reflection

From Thursday evening until Sunday noon, from Winnipeg west, Yellowknife and

61 DUI T OUUI wUOUUT OwEUwPI OOwWEUwWUT T wlOT PUVawWOT w
close to one hundred-i BT Ua wET O1 T EUI thay praydd] thep necOdized and1 E O
El Ol EUEUI Ew&OEzZUwxUI Ul OEl Bwww3l DPUwPEUwWUT T w
Educators.

The depth and richness of immersion in Sacred Scripture, as living and active among
us, was skilfully and lovingly shared , and equally evident, through our keynote
presenters, Dr. Myrtle Power, Assistant Professor of Religious Education and
Catechetics at St. Paul University, Ottawa, and Fr. Luc Tardif O.M.I. , Associate Director
of the Centre for Ministry Formation, and Rector of the Seminary at St. Paul University .

Page2 of 13



OREMUSINGS Advent/Christmas 2009

Skip Dick, Songhees First Nations Elder, gives delegates a warmwelcome.
Queen of Angels Liturgical Dancers celebrate the Word among us.
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Luc Tardiff OMI

Well known locally for her visits over the years and her work at the National Office of

Religious Education with local writing t eams, Myrtle shared her deep sense of timeless

story steeped in the Word, a gift in keeping with the seanchaithethe ( UBDUT wUUOUa U
traditon O wi 1l Uw-1pPi OUOEOEQEwWIT I UPUET lechouivingdided w + U E
exegesis in unpacking the livin g power of the Word for us today , literally transfixed the
delegates. So different were their styles and yet so complementary, that the
creative/intuitive and the rational/logical were both challenged and touched.

These exceptional communicators reintro duced us to a deeper senseand awarenessof

the love of God. This is a God who is calling to us and speaking through Scripture, each

OUT 1T UOwWEUwWP]I OOWEUWUT UOUT T wlT 1T whpOUOEWNWET EUI
Manley Hopkins reminds us.
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The conference delegates were warmly welcomed the first evening by Skip Dick, Elder,

teacher, counsellorOw Ol wOT 1T w2001 T 11 Uw- EUDPOOwWOI wlOiT 1 w" OE
acknowledged how far we have come, together, in one hundred -fifty years. Equally

inspiring gre etings were delivered by Bishop Richard Gagnon, the hosting bishop, and
Archbishop Michael Miller, whose catechetical team in Vancouver co-hosted the
conference. This meeting of minds and hearts was to mark the entire conference.

Teacher and presenter Nancy Kostyrka remarked on the marvellous experience of

meeting and sharing with delegates from all across western and northern Canada, and

the unique privilege of being able to share with many First Nations delegates the

common wonder, as Catholic religbOUUw |l EUEEUOUUOwW O w&OEzUw O
communities. Notable too were the connections for both parish and school religious

Il EUEEUOQUUWUT UOUT T Owi OUwWI BEOx Ol OwUT 1T w" T DOEUI
with each other help to break down artii PEDE Ow? Ul U U D U Gwepdgr@ianoE OO U 2
our common purpose. An underlying symbol of the conference, fire, provided an apt

metaphor: all of us are drawn, asMoses was to the burning bush, to the Fire from which

we all receive life and around wh ich we all receive light, consolation and confidence.

) EOPI w9PPEOI UOWEwWUI EETT UwEUwW2U06w OEUI PzUOwWU
6 OUEWOI w&OEOW&OEZUwW1l YI OEUPOOOwWPUWEOPEaA UwWOI
Encounter, we are witnesses,E OE wUOwWEIT EOOI wEEXxEEOI wOi wUl EOI
POUOEWNWEWPOUOEWPT I Ul w&OEzUw xUI Ul OETl wi EVw
Ul EOT OPal EGww+DOl wUIT T w?2ET T O0PUUUaA?2? WEUwWwPOUOW
somehow we seem to have known all our lives, our mission becomes one of recognition.
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OREMUSINGS Advent/Christmas 2009

A number of specialized workshop were guided by gifted presenters: Shirley Leon,
member of the Chehalis First Nation and Bene Merenti medal recipient (Aboriginal
Communities); Clay Imoo, Director of the Youth Ministry Office, Archdiocese of
Vancouver (Youth and Young Adults); Margaret Craddock, former Religious Education

Coordinator for the Diocese of Victoria (Adults in RCIA); Nancy Kostyrka, Island

Catholic Schools teach&) WE OEwi OUOI Uw1lil OPT POUUWSEUVUEEUDOO!L
Victoria (Accompanying Children), and Sr. Beth Ann Dillon D.S.M.P., National

Vocation Director and Lay Movement Coordinator of the North American Province,

Daughters of St. Mary of Providence (Accompanying Persons with Special Needs).

Joanne Chafe Director,
Nation al Office of Religious Education

Joanne Chafe, Director of the National Office of Religious Education in Ottawa updated

EIl OITTEUI UwOOwUiI |l w" EOEEPEOOw ! BB EQOW £Qeka fonuug® - E
Catechesigrom Infancy to Age 18and the National Pastoral Plan for Evangelization and
Catechesis for Adulls Drawing on the wisdom and foresight of our own Canadian
catechetical tradition, our Canadian Conference of Catholic BB UT O Episgopal
Commission for Catechesis has analyzed and are in the process of synthesizing the best
practices of the Catholic catechetical traditions of the world with the perspective of

catechists in the field in our own country. The materials are currently in their third

reading and are expected to be promulgated in 2010.
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Most significantly , the conference also marked the 4@ anniversary of the founding of
the Western Conference of Catholic Religious Educators, which had its roots in the
Diocese of Victoria. Honoured guests included the first Chair of the WCCRE, Muriel
Loftus, a catechists for over 50 years who also served in the National Office of Religious
Education, and who played a key role in the development of the Come to the Father

Catechetical Series, and RoséMarie Goguely SSA, another pioneer chair of the early

days of the WCCRE, and a former Director of the Office of Religious Education for the
Diocese of Victoria.

£2 9
.....

Early WCCRE Pioneersand ?Sr. Mary Angele? aka Sr. Debra Freeman SSA

A power point presentation prepa red by Mary Comeault and Jim McGrane of
2EUOQEUET I PEOwWxUOYPEI EwYDT O1 OUI Uwi UOOwI EET woi
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history. As well, the early catechists of the Diocese of Victoria were recognized with
symbolic re-enactments of events related to the ariival in Victoria of the Sisters of St.
Ann in 1858. This was thanks to the efforts of Theresa Vogel, Executive Director of the

%UDI OE Uw OIiAca@ethg, MickyOing, Archivist for the Sisters of St. Ann, Sr.
Debra Freeman and Shelley Myhers.

,AUEwW" T EVUOPTI Ow2U08w 007 U0 huis OD&E@EDL IO E Wwa OOw* 1 €
share a sacred moment

Finally , a memory sure to stay with the delegates was that of the image painted by one

of the First Nations delegates who connected a poignant tradition from her Carrier

Nation with an insight from the conference. In this tradition, respect for departed loved

OO0l UwPEUwWOOUUwWxOPI Ul U0O0awl BRxUI UUI EwEawUT T wx
one for a year. This catechist reated how she could show honour for the Word to her

people, by setting the example by her own ?carrying ? of the Word of God to them.
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