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Maskwacis: “Dear brothers and sisters, many of
youU and your representatives have stated that
begging pardon is not the end of the matter. |

e: thatis only the first step, the starfing
ooking to the pos’r,




“Dear brothers and sisters: gestures and visits can
be important, but most words and deeds of
reconC|I|at|on take place at the local level, in

ike this, where individuals and




Lac Ste. Anne: "Let us ask ourselves: what do | do for
those who need mee When looking at the
iIndigenous peoples and thinking of their history and
the pain that they endured, what do | do for
indigenous peoplese Do | merely listen with curiosity,
horrified by what happened in the past, or do | do
something concrete for theme Do | pray, meet,
rt them, and let myself be touched by
n life, if | find myself




Meeting with Indigenous delegations, Rome, April 1, 2022:
‘. ..without historical memory and without a commitment
O learning from past mistakes, problems remain
eep coming back. We can see this these

of the past must
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“Meeting with Indigenous Delegation, Québec City:
| have come as a pilgrim, despite my physical
imitations, to take further steps forward with you and
for you. | do this so that progress may be made in

the search for truth, so that the processes of healing
lliation may continue, and so that seeds
= generations
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Citadelle de Québec: “Even in a country as developed
and prosperous as Canada, which pays great attention to
social assistance, there are many homeless persons who
turn fo churches and food banks to receive essential help
INn meeting their needs, which, lest we forget, are not only
material.... It is scandalous that the well-being generated
Oy economic developmen’r does not benefit all the sectors
iIndeed sad that precnsely among the

=s of poverty,



(continued): “it is necessary, in admitting our faults, to work
together to accomplish a goal that | know all of you share: to
promote the legitimate rights of the native populations and to
favour processes of healing and reconciliation between them
and the non-indigenous people of the country. That is
ommitment to respond in a fitting way to the
1 Reconciliation, as




(continued:) “The Holy See and the local Catholic
communities are concretely committed to
promoting the indigenous cultures through specific
and appropriate forms of spiritual accompaniment
tion to their cultural traditions,
es, in

-. A




UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

-Cat

-Rig

spirit

holic endorsement of the text
Nts to self-determination; 1o not be assimilated; to their

itual and religious traditions and ceremonies; to transmit
enero’rlons ’rhelr hls’rones languages, oral
systems and I|’rero’rures to




Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action addressed to Churches:
-UN Declaration
-Doctrine of Discovery

-Call to Action 61: support of language and culture; healing and
reconciliation; dialogue between elders and youth;

-education and formation;




Maskwacis: “When the European colonists first arrived
here there was a great opportunity to bring about @
encounter between cultures, traditions and

ne most part that did not

()



Lac Ste. Anne: “The waters give life. | think of the many
dear grandmothers who are here with us: your hearts
are springs from which the living water of faith flowed,
and with it you quenched the thirst of your children and
grondchndren | am struck by the vital role of women in
communities: they occupy a prominent
of physical but also of




Citadelle de Québec: “The indigenous peoples have
much to teach us about care and protection for the
family; among them, from an early age, children learn to
recognize right from wrong, to be fruthful, to share, to
correct mistakes, to begin anew, to comfort one another
and to be reconciled.

eting with delegohon iINn Québec City: “In a world
n all foo IﬂdIVIdUOhSTIC how
e of family and




Message of support from
Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle

on the occasion of the
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In his encyclical on the environment, Laudato Si’, Pope Francis
noted that in caring for creation,

1t 1s essential to show special care for indigenous communities
and their cultural traditions. They are not merely one minority
hould be the principal dialogue partners,

ir land are proposed.
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Maskwacis: “Brothers and sisters, you have lived on these lands for
thousands of years, following ways of life that respect the earth

which you received as a legacy from past generations and are

keeping for those yet to come. You have treated it as a gift of the
Creo’ror to be shared with others and to be cherished in harmony
t exists, in profound fellowship with all living beings. In this
nse of family cmd community, and to
our elders and




At the Citadelle de Québec he spoke of the constant
concern of Indigenous Peoples “to protect the land and
the environment, in fidelity to a harmonious vision of
creation as an open book that tfeaches human beings
to love the Creator and to live in symbiosis with other
living creatures. We can learn much from this ability to
listen aftentively to God, to persons and to nature. And
we need it, especially amid the dizzying and frenzied
oace of today’s world... We need to be able to look, as
iIsdom tradition teaches, seven

our immediate



lgaluit: ¥l am grateful for this opportunity to be here in
Nunavut.... | tried to imagine, after our meeting in
Rome, these vast places that you have inhabited from
time immemorial and that others would consider
inhospitable. You have come to love these places, to
respect, cherish and enhance them, passing on, from
generation fo generation, such basic values as respect
e elderly, genuine frafernity and care for the
a beauftiful and harmonious

1d you inhabit,




Questions for table discussion:

-which of these elements of an action plan resonate
most for you?

th:’r can you do to be a part of these elements of
lan in your parish, school or communitye

will be important as




TOGETHER

POPE FRANCIS CANADA 2022

Meeting with Indigenous delegations in Rome, April 1, 2022: "I
that the Church stands beside you and wants 1o
Dialogue is the key to knowledge

- @



Maskacis: | trust and pray that Christians and civil society
in this land may grow in the ability to accept and
respect the identity and the experience of the
indigenous peoples. It is my hope that concrete ways
can be found to make those peoples better known and
esteemed, so that all may learn to walk fogether. For my

il continue to encourage the efforts of all

1ous peoples. ... We are




“Meeting with delegation, Quebec: ...The vastness
of this land makes us think of the lengthy path of
healing and reconciliation that we are facing
together. Indeed, the phrase that has

Jnied us since Iv\orch when the indigenous
Rome, and inspires my




Words written by Pope Francis in the visitors
book at the Basilica in Québec City:

Marcher ensemble, ce n'est pas facile, mais




